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CONTD. FROM PAGE 32
REPORT TO THE 33rd ANNUAL

CONVENTION
The report to the 33trd annual convention held in

Troddens on December 17, 1965 once again covered a
two-year period as no meeting was held the previous
year. The secretary Brendan Kirk struck a cautious note
in his report referring to the previous Annual General
Meeting when the then secretary Tommy McKinney
stated that the club was passing through a lean time
saying: “Since the last General Meeting despite having
made some slight progress we still tend to remain a
cross-country club.” The secretary then addressed the
members as follows: “I would appeal to members not to
hang up their running shoes after the cross-country
season but to give every assistance to the track captain
and the secretary for the upcoming track & field
season”.

CROSS – COUNTRY SEASON REPORT
The secretary then made some general comments

about the way forward for the club “I think it is about
time that we got a bit more ambitious and started to
think in terms of Intermediate and senior victories
instead of focusing on the Junior Championship which
has been the club trend during the past few years”.

The secretary went on to say: “I believe we have the
nucleus of a team capable of winning both the In-
termediate and the senior Championship during the
next year or two.”

BOYS CROSS - COUNTRY LEAGUE
Following through on a club initiative aimed at

increasing participation among boys and youths the
club sponsored a highly successful Ulster Boys Cross
Country League. The winners of the League were St
Pa t r i c k ’s College County Cavan with the Keady De La
Salle school taking second overall.

ULSTER SENIOR TRACK & FIELD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Joe Breen was a double medallist at the Ulster Senior
Track and Field Championships staged in Omagh. He
improved on his third position in the long jump to
almost win the triple jump losing out by the slight
margin of 1”. Cathal McCarron showed that he was
even better on the track that his preferred option of
Cross Country by claiming gold in both the 880yards
and the 1000M track championships.

In boys and youth championships the club produced
two worthy champions with Oliver McCreesh taking
the U-16 High Jump and Kevin Crossey winning the
High Jump U-18 title.

Meanwhile Dermot Nugent continued on his winning
ways taking gold in the Javelin at the Ulster versus
Connaught Inter-Provincial match held at Kilnacrott
County Cavan.

RETURN OF AN EMMIGRANT
During the 1964/1965 season the club welcomed back

Larry Dickinson to the club colours on his return from
England where he emigrated to some time back looking
for work. He wasted no time in showing he had lost little
of his previous athletic ability when he featured on the
cl u b ’s scoring six who tied with Cranford AC for 2nd
team in the Junior Cross Country Championships on the
home course at Ballinahonebeg. Then on countback the
cl u b ’s 6th man scored ahead of Cranford’s sixth place so
Armagh got the medals. Pat McGeown led the team
home followed by Cathal McCarron and then the team
was completed by Eugene Quinn, Enda Kirk, James
McGahan and Larry Dickinson.

Earlier in the season Cathal McCarron won the
individual silver medal in the novice staged in Belfast.
In the Senior Championships at Derry Pat McGeown
was first man home for Armagh to claim the club senior
Cup held by Cathal McCarron. The team finished out of
the medals in 4th.

The club promoted a number of successful club
handicap races and in a match with Newry Shamrock’s
AC staged by the club in Armagh the Newry men took
the honours. Armagh did better in the County Armagh
Inter-Club track and field competition for the Clann
Eireann Shield where the club team of the combined
senior, youth and boys won the shield. Noteworthy
performances were posted by Joe Breen – Long jump
and triple jump, Dermot Nugent in Javelin and Cathal
McCarron in the middle distance events.

In his closing remarks the secretary paid tribute to all
those who had helped throughout the year and helped
maintain the great ‘f amily’ spirit of the club something
he said the late Chairman Harry McAvinchey would
have been very happy with.

34th AGM OF ARMAGH CITY HARRIER AND
ATHLETIC CLUB

The secretary reported that the period of 18 months
since the previous AGM had been one of mixed fortunes
for the club. In the 1965/66 Cross Country season the
club experienced its best period for a number of years
and so the club approached the 1966/67 track and field
season with a fair degree of confidence. However, as the
secretary said, “things don’t always work out as
planned”.

RECORD TRAVELLING
The secretary reported that in one respect the club

did break one record that of travelling around the
country to not only all the usual Ulster events but also
going further afield to take part in the Quinlan Cup at
Tullamore in County Offally, the Kennedy Cup at
Cranford in County Donegal and the Irish Junior Cross
Country Championships at Ballymore Eustace in
County Kildare.

In the intermediate championships in Cranford
County Donegal on a disastrous course which included
a stretch along the seaside and a couple of the deepest
muddiest gaps ever seen the club despite a weakened
team claimed third place medals.

PREPARATION PAID OFF IN THE JUNIOR
The Ulster Junior Championships in 1966 were

staged on home ground and after a very intensive
training programme which included handicap races
every Sunday and a well-attended selection race at the
Farmacaffley point to point race course with 25 to 30 on
the line the final selected team of 12 was ready for
anything. So it was a very confident team that went to
the line at the famous Donnelly’s cross country course
at Ballinahonebeg for the 1966 Ulster Junior Cross –
Country Championships. At the end of the gruelling 6
mile race including six ascents of the infamous ‘Don-
n e l ly ’s Hill’ the club was rewarded with its second
junior championship title just four years after first
gaining the War Memorial Trophy – a trophy that
predated the foundation of the National Athletic and
Cycling Association in 1922. Danny McDaid later to
have an illustrious athletic career was first just narrowly
keeping Armagh’s Cathal McCarron in silver medal
position. Whitey McGeown was Armagh’s second
finisher in 4th place. The four runners who completed
the scoring six bunched well with Larry Dickinson 9th,
Hal McKee 10th, Pat McGahan 13th and Chris Kelly
14th for an unbeatable score of 55 points. However, the
back-up six Armagh athletes contributed in no small
measure to the win with their tremendous effort in
catching scoring runners in the other teams. The six
who included Enda Kirk, Frank Mallon, Brian Vallely,
Eugene Quinn, Paddy Beagan and Dara Vallely were
presented with club medals by the club in appreciation
of their contribution to the win.

BOUYED UP BY VICTORY
The club buoyed up by their Junior victory the club

travelled the following Sunday to Cranford and cap-
tured for the first time the Kennedy Cup in another
great team effort. Then it was on to Larragh County
Cavan for the Senior Championships which turned out
to be a very controversial race run over 5 miles instead
of the usual seven and a half mile senior distance. The
club lodged a protest to no avail. At the All Ireland Inter
County Junior championships at Ballymore Eustace in
County Kildare the Armagh club team was up against

14 County teams and so did well to finish 10th.
In the Ulster Inter-County Championships the club

finished 3rd following Cathal McCarron dropping back
with an excruciating ‘s t i t ch ’ the bane of all runners.
The Lisburn Cup concluded the season and the club
had a good team run here taking 2nd place and the first
team medals won in this race after a long number of
years out of the medals. Tony McGurk was best in the
Boys U-16 finishing in second place and the team did
well to collect 3rd team medals despite losing Jamsey
Vallely who fell at the start of the second when
well-placed to claim a potential individual medal.

REVIVAL OF THE UMGOLA ROAD RELAYS
The club revived the popular Umgola Road Relays

which saw victory going to Lourdes AC of Drogheda
from Oak Leaf AC Derry City. A number of the clubs
senior athletes were selected for the Ulster team to
compete in the Inter-Provincial Cross Country Cham-
pionships at Strabane – the selected athletes were
Cathal McCarron, Whitey McGeown, Pat McGahan
and Larry Dickinson. Chris Kelly and Hal McKee
travelled as reserves.

ANOTHER ATHLETE LOST THROUGH
E M I G R AT I O N

Then at Easter the club lost a very loyal club man
Paddy Beagan who emigrated to Canada. The club held
a farewell social night for Paddy and made him a
presentation on behalf of all the club members.

SUCCESSFUL PROMOTION OF THE
D’ALTON GAMES

The highlight of the season was undoubtedly the
promotion of the D’Alton Games by the club in the
Athletic Grounds Armagh. The Games had an added
touch with the promotion by the Clann Eireann cyclists
of a cycle race on the morning of the competition. The
club expressed heartfelt thanks to their former member
Pat McGibbon for bringing the cycling event to
Armagh. The Games themselves were meticulously
organised with the complete programme run off in two
and a half hours making the event all the more enjoyable
for the large crowd of spectators. Special praise was due
to Dick Edwards who carried out his duties as starter
with great professionalism. Cathal McCarron won one
of the rare local medals on the day taking second in the
one mile. Dermot Nugent made the long journey from
Cork where he was studying at University College Cork.
Dermot made the journey worthwhile winning the
javelin with a Games record throw. Oak Leaf AC from
Derry won the D’Alton Shield with Cranford in second
place.

Rounding off the 1966 track season the club retained
the Clann Eireann Shield following the County Cham-
pionships. In the Ulster Championships Larry Dickin-
son won the discus and was selected for Ulster to
compete in the Ulster versus Connaught inter-pro-

vincial match.
Cathal McCarron now a member of the Garda in

County Louth had a notable treble in the All Ireland
Garda Championships held in Dublin winning the half
mile, one mile and marathon.

REVIEW OF THE 1966 – 1967 CROSS
COUNTRY SEASON

The sectary began his report on the 66/67 cross
country season by referring to the high hopes en-
tertained by the club following the successes of the
previous season. “it was” he said for him ”a frustrating
season to say the least”. He qualified his criticism by
saying the club had a couple of hard luck stories which
d i d n’t help. The club did fulfil all the Ulster fixtures as
well as travelling to the Quinlan Cup. The club finished
in 11th team place out of the 29 scoring teams recorded.
Cathal McCarron and Brian Vallely were first and
second home for the club in 32nd and 84th place
respectively out of almost 400 runners competing. The
start was a fantastic sight that hasn’t been repeated
since. Cathal McCarron received a special award as the
1st team man home for Armagh.

Then in the Ulster Championships the club fared as
follows with 8th team place in the Novice, 5th in the
Junior, 3rd in the senior where Cathal McCarron and
Brian Vallely were again first home for the club in 2nd
and 10th respectively, gaining selection for the Ulster
Provincial team. The club was 3rd team in the In-
termediate and once again 3rd in the Lisburn Cup. The
secretary said the Ulster senior was for him the biggest
disappointment of the year as the club had trained as
intensely as they had the previous year for the junior
and were only pipped for runner-up medals on the last
l a p.

CLUB CUP WINNERS
The various awards for the club champions went as

follows – Junior champion Tony McGurk - Senior
Cathal McCarron – Youths Jamesy Vallely – B oy s
Arthur Hart. Then following the Senior Champi-
onships Cathal McCarron and Brian Vallely were
selected to represent Ulster in the Inter Provincial
Championships. On the day young Jamesy Vallely was
selected to fill in for a missing runner in the team who
d i d n’t travel to Tipperary for the Championship.

The secretary reported an upsurge in Boys athletics
during the year and two young club members Arthur
Hart and John McGurk were members of the winning
County Armagh team in the Ulster Boys Inter-County
Championship. Also during the year the club took part
in a number of handicap races and had a race against
Kilkerley AC and Dowdalshill AC.

Then one of the club’s former members Sean O Byrne
now living in Derry presented the club with two new
trophies for a sealed handicap race within the club.
Tommy McKinney won the handicap trophy while
Cathal McCarron won the trophy for the fastest time on
the day.

The Ulster Schools Cross Country championships
attracted over 1000 runners from all over Ulster. A
number of our members competed well for their
respective schools including Arthur Hart, Jamesy Val-
lely, Fintan Vallely, M Donnelly and John McGurk.
Jamesy Vallely had a successful outing early May in the
Ulster CBS Track & Field Championships staged in
Dundalk where he won both the senior 880 yards and 1
Mile Championships.

The meeting ended with the secretary paying tribute
to all those who had helped the club through the
provision of facilities for competition, training and
changing including Brother O’Shea for the continued
use of Greenpark, Peter Donnelly for the cross country
course at Ballinahonebeg and the various local papers
for their continued excellent coverage of the club
a c t iv i t i e s .

THE FINAL REPORT
This will be the final article in the current series which

began in mid – January and over the course of the last 9
weeks has dealt with the Forgotten History of Armagh
Athletics from the 1890s through to the second half of
the 1960s. It is hoped at a later date to update the
Armagh Athletic story dealing with Armagh athletics in
the second half of the 20th Century and early 21st
Century. It is hoped that this will be completed in time
for the 100th Anniversary remembrance of the found-
ation of the National Athletic and Cycling Association
of Ireland to be held in 2022 in Armagh.Clearing one of the jumps at the Quinlan Cup 1966.

LEFT: Armagh Junior
CC Team 1966 - Back
L-R: Brian Vallely,
Frank Mallon, Chis
Kelly, Pat 'Whitey'
McGeown, Hal
McKee. Front L-R:
Paddy Beagan, Cathal
McCarron, Eugene
Quinn, Enda Kirk, Pat
McGahan, Dara Val-
l e l y.

RIGHT: The Junior
CC Team 1960s pic-
tured with the War
Memorial Trophy.

Back, L-R: Phil Mc-
Ginn, Oliver Don-

nelly, John McGeary.
Middle Row, L-R:

John McGeown, Jim
Vallely, John Don-

nelly, Leo McGeary,
Tommy McKinney,

Dick Edwards. Front
row, L-R: Brendan
Kirk, a young sup-
porter, Enda Kirk.
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